Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 00577 20I03IZ 

42 

ACTION NEA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI RSC-01 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 EB-07 OMB-01 TRSE-00 OES-03 EPA-OI 10-10 

AGR-05 EEA-Ol CIEP-01 COME-00 CEQ-01 /084 W 

092756 

R 200927Z JAN 75 
PM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9866 

CONPIDENTIAL TEHRAN 0577 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, IR 

SUBJ: JANUARY 1975 POREIGN APFAIRS ARTICLE ON RECYCLING ATTACKED 
BY KAYHAN 

1. THE LEAD ESSAY IN THE UNITED STATES QUARTERLY POREIGN APFAIRS 
FOR JANUARY 1975, CO-AUTHORED BY LIVE PROMINENT PINANCIAL 
EXPERTS, INCLUDING AMONG THEM KHODADAD PARMANPARMAIAN (CURRENTLY 
CHAIRMAN, BANK SANA YE), IS THE SUBJECT OP A PARTICULARLY VITRIOLIC 
ATTACK WRITTEN BY AMIR TAHERI IN KAYHAN OF JANUARY 14, 1975. 

TAHERI'S ARTICLE APPEARED IN BOTH THE ENGLISH AND PARSI VERSIONS 
OP KAYHAN. TAHERI'S ALMOST STRIDENTLY NATIONALISTIC ARTICLE, LADEN 
WITH PREQUENT SARCASTIC REPERENCES TO THE LIVE CO-AUTHORS AND 
DISTINCTLY JINGOISTIC IN TONE, LABELS THE POREIGN APPAIRS ARTICLE 
ON RECYCLING OF PETRO-DOLLARS AS BEING "A SIX HUNDRED BILLION 
DOLLAR HOLDUP THAT WOULD DWARP THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY SAGA". 
TAHERI ALLEGES THAT THE AUTHORS' PROPOSAL, INVOLVING THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OP A MUTUAL PUND ATTACHED TO THE IMF THROUGH WHICH PETRO- 
DOLLARS WOULD BE RECYCLED, WOULD BE AMONG OTHER THINGS A BACK 
DOOR ATTEMPT AT COLONIALISM, INSULTING TO OPEC MEMBERS AS AN EPPORT 
TO DENY TO OPEC CONTROL OP ITS OIL REVENEU, AND WOULD BE ESSENT- 
IALLY AN OPERATION GOVERNED BY "PREDATORY COMMERCIAL NORMS". THE 
RESCUE OPERATION TO BAIL OUT THE OIL CONSUMING NATIONS AS PUT 
PORTH IN POREIGN APPAIRS, SAYS TAHERI, SPEAKS OF "INDUSTRIAL, 
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CENTURY COLONIALISM AND POST-WAR IMPERIALISM. TAHERI SEEMS PARTI- 
CULARLY UPSET OVER THE ALLEGED ABSENCE IN THE ARTICLE OE ANY REE- 
ERENCE TO THE OPEC COUNTRIES THEMSELVES PARTICIPATING IN THE RE- 
CYCLING OF THEIR OIL REVENUES. A SECONDARY THEME IN TAHERI'S OUT- 
BURST CENTERS IN THE NOTION THAT THE OPEC NATIONS, UNLIKE THE 
AUTHORS OE THE EOREIGN AFEAIRS ARTICLE, NO LONGER HAVE ANY INTEREST 
IN SUSTAINING "AN ARTIFICIAL WORLD SYSTEM...THAT HAS BROUGHT WAR, 
INJUSTICE, CRISIS AND HEGEMONISTIC TENDENCIES." EMBASSY IS 
POUCHING COPY OP TAHERI ARTICLE TO NEA/IRN. 

2. COMMENT: TAHERI'S ARTICLE IS IN THE MAIN IRRESPONSIBLE IN TONE 
AND CONTENT AND, IN TERMS OP ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE, IS HARDLY IN THE 
SAME LEAGUE AS THE GENERALLY THOUGHTPUL PIECE WHICH IT CRITICIZES. 
TAHERI'S DIATRIBE COULD BE DISREGARDED WERE IT NOT POR THE PACT 
THAT THE ARTICLE WAS PROBABLY INITIATED OR APPROVED BY A GOI 
AGENCY, MOST LIKELY SAVAK. THE EMBASSY'S PILES CONTAIN A NUMBER OP 
REPORTS THAT TAHERI HAS POR MANY YEARS BEEN AN AGENT OF SAVAK. IT 
IS SOMEWHAT LESS LIKELY, THOUGH POSSIBLE, THAT TAHERI, HAVING 
RECEIVED "GUIDANCE", MAY HAVE "EXCEEDED HIS INSTRUCTIONS" AND THAT 
THE PINAL VERSION WAS NOT EXPLICITLY APPROVED PRIOR TO PUBLIC- 
ATION BY ANY GOI AGENCY. THE EMBASSY DOES NOT SUGGEST THAT THE 
TAHERI ARTICLE MIRRORS SETTLED GOI POLICY. THE MOST THAT CAN 
PROBABLY BE SAID DEFINITIVELY IS THAT THE TAHERI ARTICLE REFLECTS 
GROWING SENSITIVITIES WITHIN THE GOI, WHICH THE EMBASSY HAS NOTED 
IN RECENT WEEKS ABOUT FOREIGNERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN THE WEST, 
TELLING IRAN WHAT IT SHOULD DO WITH ITS NEW POUND WEALTH. TAHERI 
IN A MEETING LAST WEEK REPORTEDLY HELD FORTH ON THE LARGE NUMBER 
OP CONGRATULATORY PHONE CALLS HE HAD RECEIVED ABOUT HIS ARTICLE. 
PINALLY, ONE EMBASSY OPPICER HAS RECEIVED A REPORT THAT OPFICIAL 
DISPLEASURE HAS FALLEN UPON FARMANPARMIAN POR HAVING CO-AUTHORED 
THE EOREIGN APFAIRS ARTICLE. 
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